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A Study on How to Construct a System of
International Rules for the Belt and Road
Initiative in a Pragmatic Way

Mei Guanqun

Abstract At the present, the Belt and Road Initiative is being substantially
carried forward after its top-level design was completed. It is meaningful to
explore a pragmatic way to build a system of international rules for BRI, so that
its construction could be made more scientific, fair, and transparent. This paper
proposes five basic principles for constructing a system of international rules for
BRI: not establishing a set of new international institutions, not coercively imposing
our design on other countries, insisting on mutual benefits and win-win pattern,
being guided by practice, and being open and transparent. On this basis, the author
of this paper makes a preliminary design for a set of international rules that may
effectively regulate the BRI-related fields of international trade, cross-border
investment, transnational finance, infrastructure, E-international trade, and dispute
resolution, with a hope to construct a grand picture and a systemic structure for BRI-
related international rules.
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