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Evaluation and Analysis of the Progress of
Indonesia’s “Sea Highway” Program

Wu Chongbo

Abstract Since President Joko Widodo’s administration begins, a strategic
plan has been made to develop Indonesia into “Global Maritime Axis”, and transform
Indonesia into a “maritime power” in 2030. The strategic plan provides priority to
the development of maritime infrastructure and connectivity by constructing sea
highways along the shore of Java, establishes deep seaports and logistical networks
as well as developing the shipping industry and maritime tourism. Although
significant progress has been made related to “sea highway”, Indonesia faces many
problems and challenges such as increasing downward pressure on the economy,
insufficient infrastructure construction funds, and high debt level of state-owned
enterprises who participate in infrastructure, and delays in main national infrastructure
construction projects. Chinese enterprises can support Indonesia’s “sea highway”
program by investing in many industries such as shipbuilding, tourism, “sea MRT”
as well as investing in “Northern Economic Corridor”.

Key Words “Sea Highway”; “Global Ocean Axis”; Maritime Infrastructure;
Northern Economic Corridor
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