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Current Conditions, Opportunities and
Challenges of Chinese Investment in Laos in
the Context of BRI

Yang Zhuojuan

Abstract With the establishment of China-ASEAN Free Trade Area and
the promotion of the Belt and Road Initiative, the China-Lao economic and trade
relations has been steadily improved. In Laos, China has become the largest donor,
the largest source of foreign direct investment and the second largest trade partner.
Laos is an important partner of China for the Belt and Road Initiative as well
as a key cooperative country of China under “Lancang-Mekong Cooperation”.
Starting out from the context of the “Belt and Road Initiative”, this paper makes a
comprehensive analysis of the current conditions, opportunities and challenges that
may be encountered by Chinese businesses investing in Laos, and based on above
analysis, this paper proposes six specific pieces of advice to Chinese entrepreneurs
on how to successfully invest in Laos.
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