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Top-level Design of China’s Neighboring
Diplomacy in the New Era

Qi Huaigao

Abstract As China is entering the new era of socialism with Chinese
characteristics in 2017, it puts more emphasis on the important role of neighboring
areas within the grand design of its development and the overall strategy of its
diplomacy. Therefore, more weight is given to the top-level design of its neighboring
diplomacy. During the new era, it is necessary for China to consider and plan its top-
level design of neighboring diplomacy from five aspects: decision-making body,
guiding idea, the Belt and Road Initiative, pivotal regional partnerships, and wings of
institutions. To complete and perfect the top-level design for neighboring diplomacy,
it is necessary to consider adapting the following measures: first, strengthening the
Central Foreign Affairs Commission as the role of China’s foreign policy decision-
making body; second, following the guiding idea of “a Community of Common
Destiny for China and its Neighboring Countries”; third, taking on the “Belt and
Road Initiative” as the core point to carry forward China’s neighboring diplomacy in
a long term in the future; fourth, selecting a group of crucial neighboring countries as
“pivotal regional partnerships”; fifth, adding the “supporting wings of institutions”
to build an inclusive regional institutions in China’s neighboring areas.

Key Words Neighboring Diplomacy; Top-level Design; a Community of
Common Destiny for China and its Neighboring Countries; Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI); pivotal regional partnerships (PRPs)
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