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Concentric Circle and its Influence on
Indonesia’s Foreign Strategy

Xue Song

Abstract Against the backdrop of the transitioning international order,
theoretical propositions based on Western experience or domestic politics cannot
satisfactorily explain Indonesia’s foreign strategy. In this article, the author proposes
an explorable direction, that is, to find the consistent logic in the foreign strategy
in order to understand the changes and consistency in Indonesia’s foreign strategy.
Based on the elaboration and analysis of the Concentric Circle as Indonesia’s
traditional strategic thinking, the author argues that Indonesia’s security strategy is
rooted in the relatively isolated geographical location on the ocean and the scattered
archipelago characteristics, which makes isolationism with a focus on its domestic
security and political stability as a dominant characteristic in Indonesia’s foreign
strategy.
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