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New Background of the Mekong River Sub-
regional Cooperation and the Role of Vietnam

Bui Thi Thu Hien

Abstract The Mekong subregion is a large territory comprising of six
countries: Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, China (including Yunnan, Guangxi)
and Vietnam. Since 1992, the six countries have implemented a subregional
cooperation program (GMS). China, however, with rapid economic development
has become an important member in regional cooperation. The Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation mechanism was formed in November 2015. Its first summit was held
in March 2016 in Hainan, China. Vietnam is a lower Mekong country, which plays
an important link connecting economic corridors in the region. Vietnam actively
supports for regional cooperation, proposes a number of practical projects in line
with the Lancang-Mekong prioritised cooperation, especially the project of joint
flood and drought management in the Lancang-Mekong River Basin and project of
standards and procedures harmonization among subregional countries. Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation is currently focusing on priority areas, including connectivity,
production capacity, cross-border economic cooperation, water resources, agriculture
and poverty reduction. This paper will discuss issues of coordination between
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation and other regional cooperation mechanisms;
advantages of Vietnam in Lancang-Mekong Cooperation; and recommendations for
promoting regional cooperation and Lancang-Mekong Cooperation in the future.

Key Words Subregion; Cooperation Mechanism; Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation; Vietnam
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