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The Retrospect and Prospect of China’s
Neighboring Diplomacy during the Past 40
Years of Reform and Opening

Shi Yuanhua

Abstract During the past 40 years of reform and opening, China has been
emerging as the 2nd largest economy of the world, and the neighboring areas of
China have become the most important external region that may have the most
outstanding effect on the revitalization of the Chinese nation. This paper makes a
retrospect on the evolution of China’s neighboring diplomacy since the beginning of
the Reform and Opening, and takes a review on the continuation and development
of Chinese leaders’ thoughts and ideas for neighboring diplomacy, with a focus on
the new perceptions, mentality, and strategy proposed ever since the 18th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China. Particularly, this paper elaborates on
the ten merits of the new practice of neighboring diplomacy since then. These ten
merits are: the new definition of “the uttermost priority on the top list”, the new idea
of “amiability, sincerity, benefits, and tolerance”, the new geographical concept of
“grand neighboring areas”, the new goal of “a community of a common destiny”,
the new plan of BRI, the new view for a “common, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable security”, new strategy for constructing a strong maritime country,
a new blueprint of a “dual-track” mechanism for peaceful solutions to disputes in
neighboring areas, a plan of a new regional and world order, and new projects for
cultivating and constructing personal connections. Furthermore, this paper also
takes a prospect on the new positioning, design, system and objectives of China’s
neighboring diplomacy in accordance with the roadmap for constructing China into
a modernized socialist power, which has formulated on the 19th National Congress
of the Communist Party of China.

Key Words China’s Neighboring Diplomacy; Forty Years; Retrospect;
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