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To Interpret China’ s Foreign Policy with Neighbouring Countries from the
Perspective of Cultural Traditions: Centred on “Amity, Candour, Reciprocity, and
Tolerance”

Xing Liju
Abstract: Last October, at the Conference on the Work of Diplomacy with Neighbouring
Countries, President Xi Jinping formally proposed the ideas of “amity, candour,
reciprocity, and tolerance” as the core principles for foreign policy concerning
neighbouring countries - principles that contain the resolve of the new
administration to make consistent efforts on advocating the soft power of China’ s
cultural traditions. Amity (qin) stresses the bonds of amiabilities in geography,
populace and culture between China and neighbouring countries. Candour (cheng) means
both sincerity and a credibility based on no-bully policies, embodying China’ s
consistent honesty and reliability with neighbouring countries. Reciprocity (hui)
emphasises mutual benefit, only through which will it be possible to achieve a
win-win for both China and its neighbouring countries, with an attention to a proper
conception of righteousness and interest (yiliguan) in this process. Finally,
tolerance (rong) demonstrates China’ s inclusive embrace to recognise the cultural
diversity of neighbouring countries and regions, as well as to achieve a harmonious
coexistence amid differences. These four principles reflect an emphasis upon
relatedness and intersubjective ethics in Chinese cultural tradition, showing in
a nutshell China’ s long—term national pursuit of harmonious coexistence and

peaceful development
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